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I lery of Text + photos + audio + video + graphics = multimedia.

game photos on its

Web site, app.com. Suppose you’re producing a profile of Ludwig van Gogh, the brilliant painter/composer.
There’s only room to Which medium, or media, would best tell the story? To show his paintings, you’d use photos.
?;':L:Li:a':zggz . To play his music, you’d provide audio recordings. To show him at work — painting or
BERRE gallerles offer playing piano — you’d use video. And to explain the impact of his artistry, you’d use text.
limitless space for To create a multi-dimensional profile, then, you’d need multimedia. And though the term
photographers to sounds intimidating, it simply means combining the tools you’re already familiar with — text,

post numerous
images from every
event they cover.

- PHOTOS Photog_raphs add action, emotion and authenticity w As any iTunes customer knows, dqwnlpading .
to stories in ways that text can’t. And nowadays audio is extremely easy to do. Which is why online

almost anyone can be a photojournalist, whether you’re a staffer with a digital news sites should enhance their coverage with audio as often as possible.
camera or an ordinary citizen with a cell phone. GOOD: Provide a simple audio clip anytime sound plays an integral part in
GOOD: Just a single photo can add information and a story — a dramatic or controversial excerpt from a speech or interview,
visual appeal to any story, even if it’s just a thumbnail for instance. And whenever you cover musicians or comedians, include a
that enlarges when clicked. You can also turn a photo sample of what they do.
into an interactive graphic with clickable “hot spots” (If uploading audio is too
that produce pop-up factoids. And how about stitching difficult, you can always
together a 360-degree panorama of a special event? link to an external site Click PlayP to listen to this audio clip

BETTER: A gallery is an assortment of photos organized that’s posted the audio.)
by topic — usually thumbnails, arranged in rows, that BETTER: Learn to produce your own audio so you can add narration, music
users can browse, select and view in any order. and natural sound to slideshows and videos.

photos, audio, video and graphics — to communicate information as effectively as possible.
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Click to elarge

BEST: A slide show is an organized sequence of images, BEST: Create a podcast, which is really just a radio version of a story —
often with audio narration, music or natural sound. Slide shows require more downloadable anytime, for users who’d rather listen than read. Basic podcasts
time and skill to produce than galleries and usually tell stories in a linear way. provide just narration from a reporter or the dialogue of an interview; more
Users simply hit Play and watch the show as images advance automatically. elaborate productions feature music, sound effects and larger casts.
I It’s nearly as easy to produce Web-quality video e4:4:40 ¢ ed=t 0 Informational graphics
as it is to shoot still photographs. In fact, on many (or infographics) use
assignments, photojournalists routinely shoot both video and photos. Like illustrations — maps, charts, diagrams, timelines —
photos, videos can supplement text or run independently — often in galleries. to present data in a visual, accessible way.
inits local schoolchildran GOOD: If shooting your own video is problematic, GOOD: Just a single chart or graph can add
S BING 7 you can link to video on other Web sites: YouTube, information and visual appeal to a story, even if
Facebook, TV network news sites, etc. But if you it’s just a thumbnail that enlarges when clicked.

must, posting your own raw, unedited video is OK, BETTER: Google mash-up maps are an effective,
especially for breaking news o live webcasts. interactive and relatively easy way to add layers
BETTER: As your skill improves, you'll want to of useful local information to stories .

routinely provide video for news events (speeches, BEST: Use Flash software to produce animated
sports, protests, parades); performances (concerts, slideshows like the example at right, part of an
plays, celebrations); and interviews. interactive tutorial on eye surgery. Flash cartoons

woom 4 oa x| BEST: Print reporters often regard video as just a are really just a series of frames that create the
supplement to their text-based stories, but why illusion of motion; by adding captions or narra-
not produce video documentaries instead? Combining audio narrative with tion, you can create multimedia packages that
strong images can make video packages more powerful than written text. supplement text — or function independently.

ANATOMY OF A MULTIMEDIA PACKAGE: “GOING DOWN THE CROOKED ROAD"

In 2005, The Roanoke
Times produced
“Going Down the
Crooked Road,” which
ran as a six-part series
in the newspaper and
as a multimedia pack- witons Fercum
age on roanoke.com.
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Bristol Galax

Music writer Ralph e

: ong For A ride exploring the sighbs and sounds of Urginia's Herttage music Trall
Berrzer]r., phOtng&l- udcnltqnm-lmms::!wo-bmmu sbout the music
pher Kyle Green and

multimedia editor
Seth Gitner traveled
Virginia’s Heritage
Music Trail for months
researching and record-
ing this celebration of
mountain music.

Journey starts in the heart

By Raiph Bamiar Jr.
540-581-3338

Part 1 of @ six-padt sedes

ROCKY MOUNT — | am standing at the
grave of my gr A SUMIMEr
storm is gathering in the west beyond
the Blue Rudge. A bronze flat headstone
rests in the grass. It reads with the
dirsctness of a soldibr's dog tag.

The design of these
pages is simple and
effective. For each town
in the series, the story
runs in one wide leg
against a tan screen.

In this dark brown rail

you’ll find links:

what is the
Crooked Road?

There's more 1o his ¥fe than could ever ; '. =

be told en a cold grave marker. | won't Kyl Citoes | The oo Taies
tel it hese, none of it. Not the POVETLY, | ruis Praiwt (lefl), and 10 year.old Jonathan Dillon
the fatheriess childhood, the fighting  (dgha), paicipase in & blucgns jum ot Bemards

and kiling he sow even Eafore the war,  Caspet Shop in Rocky Mourt . Dillon plays fiddle,
the preaching of the Gospel, thelong  upright hass, banjo, mardolis sod guitar.

shog toward old age and the end.

However, | will Lell you a little about his music. Musgic I8 what brought us here.

Photographer Kyle Grean, videojsurnakst Seth Gitner and |
have traveled Bke an oid-time medicine show along the
Virginia Heritage Music Trail, a series of linked roadways that
traverse a 250-mile course batween Fernum and Ointwood
deeq in Southwest Virginka, The trail is a Tounsm initiative
created (o SpOUIGNT the mountain music traditions #nd
history of Seutiwest Virginia. Frankin County is either the
firsk stop or the last, depending on which direction you
travel, of eight sites sanctioned by the Commorweaith of
Virginia as primary lendmarks cn the trall that is already
better known by its nicknamae, The Crooked Road.

Profiles combine photos ...
and bio boxes to introduce
you to local musicians in
each of the six regions.

Slide shows provide
photos and captions that
document the musicians,”*"
musical instruments and
colorful characters in

each town along the trail.

We began our musical odyssey in May by mesting the regal T Pe—p———
Ralph Stanley at his very own museum, and fater enjoyed the revelry of the Friday Night
Jamboree in Floyd, savored the Sounds and 1astes of Galax and witnessed an unexpected
emotional scene at the Carter Fold. We met nice folks who happen to be exquisitely
talented a5 well.

And we ended here, 3t my grandfather’s grave in Franklin County. No, the cemetary i nat
one of the traf's prmary tourst attractions. But it holds the reasan why | love cld-time
MOUNTLAIN MUSIC.

Road maps offer
directions for driving to ««<*§
each town on the trail and
pinpoint selected highlights.
(These maps are printer-
friendly, too.)

Ferrum might seem an odd place o begin your musical tour, Unilke most stops on The
Crogked Road, Ferrum's Blue Ridge Instiwte doesn't feature year-round music events.
The place is primarily 3 museum and repository of rural and mountain culture. Because of
that, though, it's 2 good place to leam sbout Virginia's music history and to pick up a
few CDs for your jeurney. The institute also maintains a fancy Web site called Blue Ridge
Mugic Trails that charts more than 400 music events along the Blue Ridge Parioway
(check out blueridgemusic.org).

“We don't just deal with music.” said Roddy Moore, the straight-talking, charmingly
cranky direcior of the institute. He's been in Ferrum for 32 years and has devoted his ife
10 documenting and promoting the authentic ways and cultune of rural Virginia.

Recipes capture the <« -« -~ JOCKEES
local flavor of each region.
Dishes include cornbread
salad, squash casserole
and white grape juice cake.

“We're interested in architecture, occupations, food ways. . . . The eight S10ps are just
the high points. The Crooked Road s reslly what's in between.*

We knew that. Our trawding party hit the main stops — the Blue Ridge Music Center on
the Blue Ridge Pariwary, the Bithplace of Courtry Music in Bristol, e1c. — bul we also
stopped by Ralph Stanley’s festival, mat fiddlemaker Arthur Connor in Floyd County’s
Copper Hill, admired Geoch Harmon's off-beat museumn in Carmoll County and ate

B pounds of from Galax to Rocky Mount

When we arrived at the Blué Ridge Institute for cur tast day of réparting, | did what |
always do when | Go there: | headed straght for the CD display rack and annoyed my
compenions with facts about my famiy Connections (o the recondings.

Podcasts provide ...
additional audio
commentary by Berrier,
who wrote the series.

Tha institute released a series of acclaimed albums in the 19705 and "B0s, each titled
“virginia Tradfitions,” that chronicled specific genres of Virginia®s musical heritage, from
field recordings of work songs to homible tales of murder and distress to the blues and
secular music of biack Virginians.

. . . | paall ot the “Early Roanoke Country Radio™ CD from 1288 and point out two kong,
Side trips guide you to 19403-era radio shows featuring Roy Hall and His. Blue Ridge Entertainers and Tommy
festivals, museums and **« e S Lo ECOl
offbeat highlights along
the Heritage Music Trail.

(They tell you which radio

stations play the best

: The kind of songs on these COs was dusted off and remade for the "0 Brother, Where
bluegrass music, too.). rbout this series A7t ThOU?™ MoV SOUNGTTACK In 000, an burn that Stunned the musk industry when
It s0id millons of coples, topPed both the country and po chars, won the Grammy for
best aburn and earned Ralph Staniey his first Grammy. OF all the factors that inspired
regicnal leaders and state officials to promote Southwest Virginia's musical heritage, the
success of “0 Brother” was pararmount. The alburm's mis i ol o the

“My grandfather was in both these bands!” | proudly procisim, perhaps to the great
indifference of my companions.

side ¥ p

Famiiar names populate the *Native Virginia Ballads® album: the Stanley Brothers, the
Carter Family, the Stonemans, Willard Gayheart. in the past six weeks, we've met these
- - - people or their descendants.
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“Going Down the Crooked Road”
can be viewed at:
www.roanoke.com/multimedia / crooked

To visit each page from this six-part series,
just click the town’s name on the map at left —
or click the name of the town in the row below.

« « THIS LINK takes you to the site’s multimedia
menu, which includes options such as these:

Videos capture the sights and sounds as you
drive from town to town, including music from
this concert by bluegrass legend Ralph Stanley.

Photo slide shows focus on the land, the life,
the musicians and ordinary folks along the way.

Music mixer plays a song, then lets you raise
and lower the volume of each instrument.
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